For Immediate Release
Board of Education Commissioner Exhibits a Large Degree of Racial Insensitivity
and Complete Disregard for Students’ Rights Protected Under the Constitution.
March 1, 2019, Waterbury, CT, Waterbury Board of Education Commissioner Tom Van Stone’s (R)
recommendation to eliminate two of ten annual federal holidays for our schools because students have
chosen to sit during the Pledge of Allegiance exhibited a large degree of racial insensitivity and complete
disregard for students’ rights protected under the Constitution.
Van Stone inappropriately and in a culturally insensitive manner started his nearly three-minute political
stunt by quoting the Negro National Anthem commonly referred to as the Black National Anthem. This
type of divisive and racially charged tactic is deeply disturbing because he misappropriated the literal
meaning and intent of the anthem, which is to lift and protect every voice in our search for
liberty not patriotism.
Commissioner Van Stone chose to isolate Waterbury’s African American community by speciKically calling
for the elimination of a federal holiday for Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., a civil rights icon. This was not an
oversight or a mistake rather it was a purposeful attempt to further marginalize and isolate African
American students, families, and community members. This could be seen as a retaliatory or punitive
action but most notably it is an attack and a real threat to everyone’s First Amendment rights, especially
people of color.
As Commissioner Van Stone, reKlected on the recent lawsuit settlement by the Waterbury Public Schools
with a family who sued the district on grounds that staff were acting in a retaliatory manner toward their
child for sitting during the Pledge of Allegiance he stated, “I’ve looked back on this week and seen our
population [students] not respect our country… [And] it doesn’t take a whole lot to stand for two
minutes.” However in just three minutes, Mr. Van Stone made it clear that his family’s participation in the
U.S. military was far more important and deserving of respect than the very freedoms that are guaranteed
by the Constitution.
As a community, we reject Commissioner Van Stone’s extreme ideologies, his cultural and racial
insensitivities, and call into to question his Kitness to continue to serve our community on the board of
education.
For further comment please contact:
Rodney Wade: (860) 728-9292
Ginne-Rae Clay: (203) 400-9696
We will hold a press conference at 2 PM, Sunday, March 3, 2019 at
Grace Baptist Church, 65 Kingsbury St, Waterbury, CT 06702
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