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For Immediate Release:

The Waterbury Public Schools are arresting and pushing Black and Hispanic students into the juvenile justice
system at rates that are speeding up the school-to-prison pipeline. We define the school-to-prison pipeline as the
interlocking set of policies and practices that criminalize student behavior and place Black and Hispanic youth at
greater risk to be incarcerated as adults. In 2014-15 school year there were 334 student arrests and last year there was
180. However this year there have been 211 already and the police are on track to arrest close to 400. It is clear that our
Black and Hispanic students experience a much greater risk to be arrested than their white peers in Waterbury as well
as their Black and Hispanic peers in Bridgeport, Hartford, and New Haven.

In a 2016 Freedom of Information Commission contested case hearing Waterbury’s district leadership admitted that
their data collection system has the capacity to disaggregate this important student-level data but the administration
chose not to, therefore, making this type of data not accessible to the public. This was startling and the practice
continues today. While this is legal it is not considered a best practice and allows race-based disparities to go unnoticed
and unaddressed. RACCE will continue to fill this role until the Waterbury Public Schools does. The school-to-prison
pipeline is not just a school-based issue. When the data is hidden from the public and the applied solutions don’t work
the school-to-prison pipeline becomes a public safety issue as well as public health issue.
School-Based Arrests 2017-18

* During the 2016-17 school year Waterbury reported 190 school-based arrests.
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*Waterbury Arrest Rate Per 1000 2017-18
Black students 14.1
Hispanic students 10.4
White students 3.5

Student Arrests by Race 2017-18
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In Waterbury, the amount of arrests, the
frequency of arrests in our middle and high
schools, and the disparities between who gets
arrested places Waterbury students at a greater
risk of not graduating as well as going to
prison, especially Black and Hispanic
students.
School-based arrests disrupt learning, damage
student-teacher relationships beyond repair,
and create trauma that permanently harms
students and bystanders.
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*For each student group Waterbury is considerably higher than state averages in 2015.
See: http://www.ctvoices.org/sites/default/files/juv16racialinequity.pdf
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Three Recommendations
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1. Remove police officers from our schools.
2. Implement a moratorium on arresting students for
non-violent behavior.

3. Improve data collection and sharing of discipline
data by publishing quarterly reports on the
district’s website.

Challenging Systems of Oppression by Advocating for Culturally Competent Educational Practices

In Waterbury, our youngest students are
subjected to zero tolerance discipline
policies and arrest. The trend is historical
and at higher rates than any other district
in our state. Students 12-years old or
younger were arrested at 6.6 times the rate
of similarly aged students in Hartford,
Bridgeport, and New Haven combined.

School-Based Arrests for Students 12 yrs Old or Younger 2017-18
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The amount and rate of arrests for
students aged 13-15 yrs old is just as
staggering. There were 78 students in that
age group arrested in Waterbury. This is
more than similarly aged students in
Hartford, Bridgeport, and New Haven
combined (77). Students in Waterbury are
arrested more and at younger ages than
any other district in the state.

Schoo-Based Arrests for Students 13-15 Yrs Old 2017-18
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There is a clear national trend of students
being arrested for “minor misbehaviors,”
especially for Black students (Wolf, 2013).
Over the last two-years Waterbury has the
highest number arrests for the charge of
breach of peace in the 2nd degree. This
could signify that the presence of police
officers in our schools leads to arrests of
our students for minor offenses.

School-Based Arrests for Breach of Peace 2
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4th Quarter School-Based Arrests 2017-18
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The amount of arrests occurring in the 4th
quarter of the school year is troubling. This
data suggests a disturbing set of
circumstances is pushing our schools into
chaos. Could it be that a high rate of
teacher absenteeism and misapplication of
progressive discipline policies combined
with the lack of truly restorative justice
frameworks centering our school climates
that has led to this seemingly chaotic end of
year crisis.

